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Abstract. The growing influence of transnational Islamic movements on Islamic Religious Education (PAI) in 

Indonesia has emerged as a new challenge for local religious organizations such as Muhammadiyah. This study 

aims to explore how Muhammadiyah, as a modernist Islamic movement, responds to transnational religious 

ideologies within the educational domain. Employing a qualitative approach through literature review, this 

research analyzes scholarly articles, major books, and official Muhammadiyah documents. The findings indicate 

that Muhammadiyah actively defends its progressive Islamic ideology through strategies such as strengthening 

higher education, internationalizing institutions, and revitalizing cadre development. Muhammadiyah’s 

ideological stance, rooted in wasathiyah (moderation) and inclusivity, is pivotal in countering the infiltration of 

transnational ideologies, which tend to be radical and intolerant. This study underscores the importance of 

reinforcing PAI curricula based on moderate Islamic values as a strategic step in preserving national Islamic 

identity. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

In the past two decades, the Islamic world has undergone significant ideological 

transformations driven by globalization and advancements in communication technologies, 

which blur national boundaries (Yumitro et al., 2023; Hidayatullah, 2018; Hidayah et al., 

2024). One major implication is the increasing influence of transnational Islamic movements 

such as the Muslim Brotherhood (IM), Hizb ut-Tahrir (HT), and Salafism on the discourse and 

practice of Islamic Religious Education (PAI) in Indonesia (Muthohirin et al., 2022; Ikhsan, 

2019). Data from the National Counterterrorism Agency (BNPT) and the Ministry of Religious 

Affairs (Kemenag RI) indicate a significant rise in radicalism-related activities in the 

educational sector since the Reform Era, particularly through non-government-affiliated 

campus and pesantren organizations (BNPT, 2023;Kemenag, 2018). 

These transnational movements often propagate religious ideologies that clash with 

Indonesia's moderate and tolerant societal character (Hidayatullah, 2018). Some even espouse 

political agendas and ideologies that are at odds with the Pancasila and the Unitary State of the 

Republic of Indonesia (Wahid, 2009). This situation poses a serious concern for local Islamic 

organizations, including Muhammadiyah, which has long been recognized as a progressive 

modernist Islamic movement committed to enlightening da'wah (Nashir, 2007). 
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2. THEORY 

Several studies have shown increased scholarly attention to the ideological dynamics 

and strategic responses of local Islamic organizations, particularly Muhammadiyah, to the 

wave of transnationalism. For instance, Kurniawan et al., (2024) highlighted the transformation 

of Muhammadiyah's educational institutions, including the adoption of the pesantren system, 

as a strategy to counter foreign ideological penetration in Islamic education. (Thahir, 2024) 

discussed the opportunities and challenges of Muhammadiyah's internationalization efforts, 

especially in promoting moderate Islamic values abroad. 

Roviana et al., (2023) emphasized the importance of fostering multicultural 

understanding in Muhammadiyah's higher education institutions to prevent susceptibility to 

exclusive religious ideologies. Similarly, Anwar et al., (2023) explored curriculum adaptation 

in Islamic education to contemporary contexts, including the integration of moderate values 

into the Merdeka and K-13 curricula. 

Internal efforts to strengthen Islamic values are also evident in the study by Dewi et al., 

(2024), which highlights the role of prophetic leadership in protecting pesantren students from 

transnational ideologies. Nugroho, (2023) examined the geopolitical aspects of education as 

part of Muhammadiyah's strategic mission to build global influence for progressive Islam. 

Conversely, Khoirudin & Saputra, (2018) reviewed the relevance of Moeslim 

Abdurrahman's ideas and Muhammadiyah's role in advancing transformative, contextually 

responsive, and character-driven Islamic education. (Husna et al., 2023) provided a 

comparative analysis showing how the two largest Islamic organizations in Indonesia respond 

differently to transnationalism, though both remain committed to moderate Islam. 

Intriguingly, Muttaqien & Surwandono, (2024) presented a comparative analysis 

between the internationalization strategies of Muhammadiyah and the Gulen movement in 

Turkey, exploring their adaptability to national governmental systems. Finally, Asroor, (2019) 

described how Muhammadiyah and Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) have become at the forefront of 

mainstreaming moderate Islam amid the exclusive and politicized ideological trends of 

transnational movements. 

These studies generally affirm Muhammadiyah's significant role in preserving a 

moderate Islamic identity amidst the tide of transnationalism. However, most existing research 

tends to focus on institutional transformation, internationalization strategies, multicultural 

education, and leadership. There is still a scarcity of in-depth studies specifically analyzing 

Muhammadiyah's ideological responses to the infiltration of transnational movements within 
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the context of PAI, particularly concerning cadre development and the reassessment of 

ideological values within its autonomous bodies and educational institutions. 

The novelty of this study lies in its critical approach to Muhammadiyah's ideological 

response within the realm of Islamic education, emphasizing the reaffirmation of wasathiyah 

and progressive values in facing the expansion of intolerant transnational Islamic thought. 

Thus, this article fills the gap in the literature that predominantly centers on institutional 

dimensions and elaborates on the strategic ideological aspects relevant to policy and praxis in 

Muhammadiyah's PAI. 

The research question addressed in this study is: How does Muhammadiyah's 

ideological stance and strategy respond to the infiltration of transnational Islamic movements 

within the context of Islamic Religious Education in Indonesia? 

 

3. RESEARCH METHOD 

This study adopts a qualitative approach using library research methods ((Zed, 2014). 

According to Creswell (2014), this method is suitable for in-depth exploration of social 

phenomena through texts and documents. Data were sourced from national and international 

journal articles, books, and official Muhammadiyah documents. These sources were selected 

based on their relevance and contribution to the discourse on contemporary Islamic education 

and ideology. 

Data analysis employed content analysis techniques (Moleong, 2017) by identifying 

key themes such as ideology, Islamic education, and transnationalism. Literature review 

focused on publications from the past seven years, while also incorporating foundational 

theories from classical sources for comparison. 

 

4. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Muhammadiyah's Islamic Education Ideology 

Muhammadiyah views Islamic education not merely as a vehicle for the transmission 

of religious knowledge, but as a strategic means to cultivate the ideal human being—faithful, 

knowledgeable, and morally upright (Zukdi, 2020; Yusufpati, 2024). According to the 

Compilation of Tarjih Decisions and Muhammadiyah's Creed and Life Aspirations (MKCHM), 

education must integrate faith, knowledge, and action within a unifying theological framework 

that is enlightening (Tajdid, 2018); (Muhammadiyah, 2024). 

Muhammadiyah acknowledges that education must be responsive to temporal and 

contextual changes. Hence, in confronting global shifts, including the surge of transnational 
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Islamic ideologies, Muhammadiyah emphasizes wasathiyah values as the core of its 

educational system. The PAI curriculum in Muhammadiyah does not only teach jurisprudence 

and theology, but also nurtures social awareness, national identity, and critical thinking (H. 

Nashir, 2007; Ali, 2016; Hidayah et al., 2024). This stands in stark contrast to the legalistic and 

anti-national approaches typical of many transnational movements (Wahid, 2009). 

Muhammadiyah’s Ideological Resilience Strategies 

Muhammadiyah's ideological resilience is institutional and proactive, implemented 

through the strengthening of higher education rooted in moderate Islam, domestic cadre 

scholarship programs, and the reconstruction of the PAI curriculum based on progressive 

values (Muthohirin & Suherman, 2020). In this context, Muhammadiyah Central Board Decree 

No. 149/Kep/I.0/B/2006 serves as the policy foundation for integrating ideological vision 

across all organizational and educational arms of Muhammadiyah (Wahid, 2009). 

Further, (Kurniawan et al., 2024) demonstrated that Muhammadiyah enhances its 

educational infrastructure through the revitalization of pesantren and the establishment of 

Islamic study centers attuned to ideological issues. This illustrates Muhammadiyah’s ability to 

construct a system capable of resisting external ideologies without resorting to a defensive 

posture. 

Muhammadiyah and Transnational Ideological Infiltration 

The early 2000s marked the emergence of HTI, IM, and Salafi influence in 

Muhammadiyah-affiliated campuses and youth organizations. These movements infiltrated 

through cadre training, exclusive da'wah narratives, and mobilization of alumni educated 

abroad (Suprianto, 2020; Biyanto, 2024). Muhammadiyah responded by repositioning cadre 

development programs such as Darul Arqam and Baitul Arqam, and involving ideologically 

and intellectually strong figures (Basinun, 2018; Junaidi & Jannah, 2018). 

This underscores that Muhammadiyah’s success in maintaining its ideological integrity 

largely depends on grassroots actors—cadres capable of navigating between organizational 

loyalty and global ideological challenges (Subando et al., 2023); (Sabila et al., 2023). 

Wasathiyah Approach and Cultural-Based Moderation 

Muhammadiyah’s engagement with transnational discourse is not confrontational but 

grounded in value selection and cultural engagement (Kossah et al., 2022). Haedar Nashir 

refers to this as "substantive Islam"—a framework bridging text and context, Sharia and 

universal humanity (R. Redaksi, 2023). 
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This moderation is embodied in intellectual forums like Tarjih Studies, publications by 

Suara Muhammadiyah, and digital da'wah content targeting urban youth and university 

students (Romadlan, 2024; Redaksi, 2024). Internationally, Muhammadiyah educational 

institutions in Malaysia and Australia serve as platforms for value diplomacy rather than mere 

institutional expansion (Nugroho, 2023). 

 

5. CONCLUSION 

This study has critically examined Muhammadiyah’s ideological and strategic 

responses to the infiltration of transnational Islamic movements within the framework of 

Islamic Religious Education (PAI) in Indonesia. The findings demonstrate that 

Muhammadiyah applies a comprehensive and structured approach, rooted in wasathiyah 

(moderation), progressive Islamic thought, and a strong national orientation. 

Strategically, Muhammadiyah reinforces its ideological resilience through the 

development of moderate Islamic higher education institutions, the revitalization of cadre 

training systems, and the integration of inclusive and contextual Islamic values into the PAI 

curriculum. These strategies are supported by the establishment of responsive pesantren, the 

institutionalization of cultural-based da’wah, and international networking that prioritizes 

value diplomacy over organizational expansion. 

Rather than adopting a confrontational stance, Muhammadiyah chooses a selective, 

adaptive, and ideologically grounded approach in filtering the values of transnational Islamic 

ideologies. This model not only strengthens Muhammadiyah’s internal ideological integrity 

but also contributes to the broader effort of preserving Indonesia’s moderate Islamic identity. 

In conclusion, Muhammadiyah’s ideological position and strategic actions reflect a 

proactive engagement in safeguarding Islamic education from radical influences, while 

promoting a vision of Islam that is moderate, inclusive, and aligned with national values. This 

research affirms the significance of ideological strengthening in Islamic educational 

institutions as a central pillar in countering transnational religious radicalism. 
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